
 
 

 

 

 
Golder Associates Inc.  
1601 S Mopac Expressway, Suite 325D, Austin Texas, USA 78746   
     

T: +1 512 671-3434   F: +1 512 671-3446

 

August 12, 2022  

 

Ms. Maureen Hatfield 
MC-127 
VCP-CA Section, Team 1, Remediation Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
 

NOTIFICATION OF FENCE CONSTRUCTION AND SAMPLING ACTIVITIES AT THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD ENGLEWOOD INTERMODAL YARD, HOUSTON, TEXAS                            
POST-CLOSURE CARE PERMIT NO. HW-50343; INDUSTRIAL SWR NO. 31547 

Dear Ms. Hatfield, 

Golder Associates USA Inc., a member of WSP (WSP Golder), on behalf of Union Pacific Railroad Company 
(UPRR), is providing this letter to notify the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) of fence 
construction and soil sampling activities within the Englewood Intermodal Yard (the Site) (IHW Permit 50343).  
The proposed fence construction area consists of approximately 10 acres, which was recently leased to a third 
party, located in the southwest portion of the Englewood Intermodal Yard within the Site, as shown on Figure 1.  
The fence construction began on August 8, 2022 by a third-party contractor on behalf of the lessee.  The fence 
construction activities were stopped on the afternoon of August 8, 2022.  Soils generated from the fence 
construction were placed roll-off containers on August 10 and 11, 2022.   

The proposed fenced area does not include any of the Site capped areas.  However, soils generated during the 
fence construction activities will be managed in accordance with state and federal regulations. In addition, dust 
monitoring will be conducted during future fence construction activities.  Soil management and dust monitoring 
activities are discussed below. 

Additionally, UPRR will conduct a baseline soil assessment of the 10-acre area prior to lessee operations within 
the Englewood Intermodal Yard.  The baseline soil assessment will be conducted by collecting surface and 
subsurface soil samples within the boundary of the leased area. Details of the soil sampling plan are discussed 
below. 

Soil Management Plan 

Soils generated from the drilling of the fence posts were containerized in roll-off containers staged at the Site.  
Soils stored in the roll-off containers will be characterized by collecting five-point composite soil samples from 
each roll-off container and analyzed for the following analyses: 
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• Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) by SW-846 Method 8260; 
• Semi-Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs) by SW-846 Method 8270; 
• RCRA Metals by SW-846 Methods 6000/7000 series; 
• Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) by Texas Method 1005; and  
• Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP) analysis as necessary pending the analyses listed 

above. 

Soil samples will be collected in laboratory-supplied containers and placed on wet ice in an insulated cooler to 
reduce and maintain sample temperature at 4 ± 2 degrees Celsius.  A chain-of-custody record will accompany 
the samples through receipt at the ALS Laboratories in Houston, Texas.   

Soils generated from the fence construction will be classified and profiled for disposal at a UPRR approved 
TCEQ permitted landfill facility based on the comparison of the soil analytical data to the TCEQ Guidance for the 
Classification and Coding of Industrial and Hazardous Wastes (RG-022, Revised 03/22).  Pending waste 
classification, Texas Waste Codes (TWCs) listed on the current Notice of Registration (NOR) (Solid Waste 
Registration Number 31547) will be used for the wastes generated from the fence construction activities.  Soil 
analytical results, waste characterization, and disposal documentation will be provided to the TCEQ within two 
weeks of receipt of the waste manifests for disposal of the soils.  

Dust Monitoring Activities 

Two dust monitoring stations associated with the UPRR Engineering North By-Pass Construction Project are 
located along the south side of the Englewood Intermodal Yard near the fence construction area.  Dust 
monitoring stations were not operating during the initial day (August 8) of fence construction activities because 
no cap disturbances within the Site were being conducted as part of the North By-Pass Construction Project on 
that day.  However, the two dust monitoring stations were operating during the loading of the soils into the roll-
off containers on August 10 and 11, 2022.  For future fence construction activities, the dust monitoring stations 
will be operating, and air and dust monitoring will follow the procedures detailed in Dust Control and Air 
Monitoring Plan (July 8, 2021) for the North By-Pass Construction Project.  Data collected from the dust 
monitoring will be submitted to the TCEQ within two weeks following completion of fence construction activities. 

Fence Construction Schedule 

Currently, the fence construction activities have been put on hold and a schedule to resume construction has 
not been established.  However, it is anticipated that the fence construction activities will resume the week of 
August 22, 2022.  As soon as the schedule for the fence construction is confirmed, UPRR will provide the 
schedule to the TCEQ. 

Baseline Soil Sampling 

Prior to the lessee beginning operations at the Site, UPRR will conduct a baseline soil assessment of the 10-
acre leased area.  The baseline soil assessment will consist of drilling 20 soil borings within the 10-acre area 
using direct push technology (DPT) to a depth of approximately 10 feet below ground surface (bgs) to assess 
surface and subsurface soils.  Soil samples from the borings will be described in the field and assessed for any 
visually-observed contamination.  Soil samples will be collected continuously for the total depth of each boring, 
logged by field personnel and field screened using a photoionization detector (PID).  At each boring location, soil 
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samples will be collected at 2.5-foot intervals to the base of the boring.  Based on the field observations, the 
following samples will be analyzed:   

• A 2.5-foot soil sample will be collected from the 0 to 5-foot bgs surface soil interval where the highest 
PID reading or visual staining is observed; or, if no PID readings or staining observed, a sample from 
the 0 to 2.5-foot interval will be collected; and  

• A 2.5-foot soil sample will be collected from the 5 to 10-foot bgs surface soil at the depth immediately 
above the saturated zone, or the base of the boring if no saturation is encountered, will be collected and 
analyzed.   

Soil samples collected from the baseline soil assessment will be analyzed for site-specific COCs (as listed in 
Response Action Plan (RAP), Revision No. 5, August 2020) using the following analytical methods:  

• VOCs by SW-846 Method 8260; 
• SVOCs by SW-846 Method 8270; 
• TPH by Texas Method 1005; and 
• RCRA Metals (arsenic and lead) by SW-846 Methods 6000/7000 series. 
 

Soil samples will be collected in laboratory-supplied containers and placed on wet ice in an insulated cooler to 
reduce and maintain sample temperature at 4 ± 2 degrees Celsius.  A chain-of-custody record will accompany 
the samples through receipt at the ALS Laboratories in Houston, Texas.  After sampling, each soil boring be 
plugged with granular bentonite or bentonite chips.  Soil borings will be surveyed in the field with the differential 
global positioning satellite (GPS) meter.  Investigation-derived waste (IDW) and decontamination water will be 
stored in 55-gallon steel drums and/or roll-off containers on Site pending waste classification.   

The baseline soil sampling activities are tentatively scheduled to begin on August 22, 2022.  The field activities 
should be completed within five days.   

Reporting 

Using the data collected from the baseline soil assessment, WSP Golder will prepare a letter report on behalf of 
UPRR summarizing the findings to be submitted to the TCEQ.  Analytical results will be compared to TCEQ 
Texas Risk Reduction Program (TRRP) Tier 1 and site-specific Tier 2 Protective Concentration Levels (PCLs) to 
evaluate if soil impacts are present within the 10-acre area of the Site.  This data will be incorporated into the 
overall soil analytical database for the Site.  The baseline soil assessment report will be submitted to the TCEQ 
within four weeks of receipt of the analytical data. 
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If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to call me at (512) 671-3434 or Mr. 
Kevin Peterburs of UPRR at (414) 267-4164.   

Sincerely, 

Golder Associates Inc. 

Anthony Reid, P.G. Eric C. Matzner, P.G. 
Senior Consultant, Hydrogeologist Vice-President, Director Hydrogeologist 

CC: Kevin Peterburs, UPRR
 Waste Program Manager, TCEQ Region 12, Houston 
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