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CONTACT INFORMATION 
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Golder Associates Inc.  
2201 Double Creek Dr, Suite 4004, Round Rock, Texas, USA 78664   
     

T: +1 512 671-3434   F: +1 512 671-3446

 

 

Golder and the G logo are trademarks of Golder Associates Corporation.   golder.com 

May 1, 2020 Project No. 19119232 

 

Ms. Maureen Hatfield 

VCP-CA Section - Remediation Division 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

P.O. Box 13087, MC-127 

Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

 

 

RE:  RESPONSE TO TCEQ APPROVAL WITH COMMENTS LETTER DATED APRIL 23, 2020 

SOIL VAPOR INTRUSTION ASSESSMENT INTERIM REPORT DATED MARCH 31, 2020 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY – HOUSTON WOOD PRESERVING WORKS 

HOUSTON, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS 

HAZARDOUS WASTE PERMIT/COMPLIANCE PLAN NO: 50343, ISWR NO 31547 

EPA IDENTIFICATION NO TXD000820266; RN100674613/CN600131098 

 

Dear Ms. Hatfield: 

Golder Associates Inc. (Golder), on behalf of Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR), provides this letter in 

response to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) letter dated April 23, 2020 on the Soil Vapor 

Intrusion Assessment Interim Report (VI Report) dated March 31, 2020.  The TCEQ letter indicated that the VI 

Report was approved with the following comments and recommendations: 

1. Although not stated in the report, TCEQ understands that bulk soil samples for volatile organic chemical 

analyses were collected according to Method 5035A. 

 

Response: That is correct.  The soil samples analyzed for volatile organic compounds were collected 

in accordance with Method 5035A. 

 

2. Alternate soil gas probe sampling locations should be established to account for the probes that were 

not sampled due to the presence of water in probes SG-1 through SG-7, SG-9, and SG-13. Probe 

sample locations should be in the general vicinity of the existing probes, and at a distance away from 

any utilities that may be present. UPRR should gain access to private properties to install the probes. 

Probe construction should follow the January 31, 2020 approved VI Assessment Work Plan or using a 

geoprobe implant. Samples should be collected and analyzed for chemicals of concern (COC) in 

accordance with the TCEQ approved protocol outlined in the VI Assessment Work Plan dated January 

31, 2020. Bulk soil samples at each probe location should be collected to evaluate the vertical 

separation distance. 
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Response:  UPRR identified a potential private property to install alternate soil gas probes located near 

soil gas probes SG-03 through SG-07 and SG-09 installed in the City of Houston right -of-way (ROW) 

that had water present during the soil gas sampling event in February 2020.  This property, owned by 

the Greater Mount Nebo Baptist Church according to Harris County Appraisal District records, is located 

at 5005 Liberty Road and extends between Lavender and Clementine Streets on the north side of 

Liberty Road (see attached Figure 1).  UPRR is in the process of requesting access to the property to 

install the alternate soil gas probes.  As of the date of this letter, UPRR has unsuccessfully made 

multiple attempts to contact a representative with the Greater Mount Nebo Baptist Church.  UPRR will 

continue to reach out to representatives of the Greater Mount Nebo Baptist Church to request/obtain 

access, and will keep the TCEQ updated on the progress of acquiring access.  For soil gas probe SG-

13, UPRR proposes to install an alternative soil gas probe on the east side of Fontinot Street within the 

sidewalk on the City of Houston ROW.   

The scope of work to install the alternate soil gas probes will follow the procedures outlined in the 

Updated Proposed Vapor Intrusion Assessment Work Plan (Work Plan) dated January 2, 2020 and 

updated January 31, 2020, and approved by the TCEQ in an email dated January 31, 2020. 

3. TCEQ understands that the vapor probes that were installed are permanent. The vapor probes should

remain in place while the vapor intrusion investigation is ongoing.

Response: That is correct – UPRR intends to leave the vapor probes in place while the vapor intrusion 

investigation is ongoing. 

The TCEQ letter also requested that UPRR submit a schedule to complete the above recommended additional VI 

assessment activities, with a figure depicting proposed soil gas probe locations, and the submittal of a revised VI 

Assessment Report.  Attached hereto is a figure showing the proposed alternate soil gas probe locations, pending 

landowner access.  Since an access agreement has not been established with the identified private property owner, 

the schedule to complete the additional VI assessment activities is not known at this time.  However, provided below 

is an estimated schedule once the access agreement has been established: 

 VI Assessment Activities:

o Alternate soil gas probe installation will be initiated within four weeks of obtaining the access

agreement, depending on subcontractor availability.

o Soil gas sampling will be conducted approximately 10 days after installation of the soil gas probes.

o Laboratory analysis of the soil gas samples is assumed to take approximately seven days (pending

laboratory availability).

 Revised Interim VI Assessment Report

o Golder will prepare the Revised Interim VI Assessment Report with the alternate soil gas probe

data.  Assuming water is not present in the alternate soil gas probes and sampling/analysis can be

performed as described above, we anticipate submitting the revised report to the TCEQ within three

weeks of receiving the soil gas analytical data report from the laboratory.
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Please feel free to give us or Kevin Peterburs of UPRR at 414-267-4164 a call if you have any questions or 

comments. 

Sincerely, 

Golder Associates Inc. 

Eric C. Matzner, P.G. Eric F. Pastor, P.E.  

Principal / Practice Leader Principal / Practice Leader 

CC: TCEQ Region 12, Waste Section Manager 

https://golderassociates.sharepoint.com/sites/116841/project files/6 deliverables/rap/rap revision 5/vi work plan/alternative sg install/houston tx-wood preserving works-vi soil gas sup 
assess letter 20200501.docx 
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